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"BORN TO THE MOST NOBLE OF ECHIONA HOUSES, THE LATEST TO 
CONTINUE THE FAMILY HERITAGE AND RESPONSIBILITY AS 
UARDIAN OF THE FLOATING ISLAND, DEFENDER OF ALL FROM, 
F EVILFROM THE WORLD BEYOND AS WELL AS THOSE 

| WHO WOULD muexeS TH HE IS NONE OTHER THAN 
| 

: 


MMUCKLES THE ECHIDNAL 


LAST ISSUE. ‘ unlueKiEs DISCOVERED Twat A | WANDERING 
STRANGER JULIE-SU HAD ENCOUNTERED WAS IN Fa THIS 
GRANDFATHER TOBOR, WHO-HAD BEEN THE VICTIM) OF A CASE 
_/ OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY: SO GREAT wag HIS SHAME, HAVING — 
“LOST TO THE DARK aie IN. Tip ¢ CRISIS HE HAD EVER 


May HAVE THE AWS! 


[HIS GRANDFATHER sh ! 
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HUSBAND AND 
A PATHER F 


YOU KNOW-- TAS 
THAT'S THE ONE" A GIVEN THA —-JUST AST ASSUMED 
THING I NEVER ONE &% HAVING A WIFE AND 
GAVE MUCH A GUARPIAN-- CHILE WAS THE 

THOHGHT TO! Ae 


BE KEASONABLE, “9 
GUARDIAN ! 


YOU VO 
NOT SCARE ME, 
KNUCKLES ! 


I BEG You To 
RECONSIDER! LZ 


=< 
IF HE TRIES 


B ANYTHING, MY MEN 
ANP TI WILL BE 
OUTSIDE 
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I WANT. 
COMPLETE }@ 
PRIVACY ! 
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--OR 
4LSE YOURE 
A COMELETE 
FOOL! 
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“© I GUESS WE'LL FIND 
OUT WHICH, EXZ” 


mY 


ty p- IN TRYING TO \\ 
Va Ae basi RECOWSTRUCT 
i a THE VAMAGEV 
AN Zs CIRCLIT-- 
\ Vy 6eEM TO ‘yy 
wy! BE HITTING THE 
g | \ PROVERBIAL BRICK 
M EA WALL 
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HARD TO BELIEVE 
ONE SMALL PART 
COULD PUT US OL/7 OF 

COMMISSION ! 


maga me a 
0 a 
FIGURE OUT A MORE xe 
VAL MERABLE PLACE a i Saad THE LIST OF 
TO STRIKE | : SUSPECTS BEGINS 


|_| ANP EN?S WITH THOSE } 
WHO RES(ZE HERE 
Qin waver! 


ARE YOU 
SUGGESTING 

FOUL 

PLAY 


LHAVEN’T 
RULEP OUT AVY 
POSHIBGILITIES, 

FATHER ! 


I MERELY STATED 

THE PROBLEM WE'VE BACK CYLINE AG OOON 

ENCOUNTERED HAS BEEN AS POSSIBLE, LOCKE-- 

MORE LIFFICLILT TO : Z 

SOLVE THAN WE FIRST \* -- AN? IF H 
THOUGHT! . SOMETHING IS 


«.-WE NEED TO PISCOVER 
THE SOL/RCE AN| 


nce Tl PRT 

CARE OF IT! a BY HAVING You 
TELL ME WHAT YOUAWOW 

WHY DON’T WE GET ABOUT SOMEONE NAMED 

RIGUT DOWN To THE 70BOR ! 

MITT Y-ORITTY-- x v7 
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AS ALEAVER OF THE 
You 


PARK LEGION, T KNOW 
HAV ACCESS TO ALL THEIR 
SECRETS | 


. SECRETS NOT ~* 
EVERYONE WAS 
LET INON | 


CONSTABLE 
REMINSTON MAY BE 
; BOUND BY THE LETTER 
YP EVEN IF LOO OF THE LAW-- 
A KNOW, WHY SHOLW/LD 
YS ITE you # 


ASA 
a GUARCUEY 
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-- I'M EMPOWERE? TO 
ACT AS JUCGE -- TURY- 
AND YOU GET THE RE: 
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ITLL TAKE MORE NS 
THAN SOME FHWVKY LIGHT 
| \ SHOW TO PLT ME DOWN | 
Sy 


FOR THE COUNT ! 
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“T SWORE I'D NEVER 
RETURN HERE AGAIN!" 


~-15 HOW HAWKING 
COULD AIISTAKE A 
VARK LEGIONAIKE FOR 
HIS ON ! 


: _ 
TURN THE LIMA --MORITOR! REX ANP I 
INTO BARK REALITY | YOU HAVE TO ENGAGED IN MORTAL COMBAT-- 
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«--A BATTLE IN WHICH _- THERE WASN'T ANY WAY p 
PARTIES WEITHER SOHGHT OR § E/THER OF US WOULD ‘sail £ 
WERE GIVEN ANY QUARTER! i EMERGE ANSCATHED | 


“LYING THERE, I COULD FEEL MY 
RUN ALONG MY FACE, THE 
BONES THAT WERE BROKEN IN 


aN = <= 
BN) “AS I WATCHED MY BATHER y S 
BN ON ME LINTIL A14/cH LATER-- ~~ 


dl a 
AS THE YEARS ROLLED INTO DECADES, EVENTUALLY 
I HAD “NEW” EYES IMPLANTED SO I COULD SEE 
AGAIN... DESPITE OUR DISDAIN FOR TECHNOLOGY. 


--THAT T REALIZED THE NATURE 
OF REX'S INJURIES MAY HAVE aS 
ALL HIM TO EASILY - 
»\\e of 


FOOL THE FAMILY ! = 
S| ! 
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| \ MEMORY LOSS FOR 4M’ = 
GIARTERS ! 4'1\.; 25 
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WHAT ABOUT YOUR 
WIFE, VON/-CA @ 


I WOUL? THINK 
GHE NOULD RECOGNIZE 
AN IMPOSTER ! 
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REAL DEAL \S1” Tee eT THAT OWE a 
COMPONENT TAKES OUT AN EW77KE T'S NOT 
COMPLEX 7 SIN 
= fa a> SABRE! 7 
= 4 
A ry 


nS 


ey; 


TiN 


IVE STUPIEP THE LAYOUT Ves 
FOR HAVEN THOROUGHLY-- Aga 


WHAT T FIN 
TROHBLING-- 


>THEY ARE AT A LOW 
POINT AT THIS MOMENT 
THEMSELVES, ORANOFATHER, 
SPECTRE, BLIT-- 
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«--IF THEY WERE TO SENSE 
WEAKNESS, THEY WOULD 
NOT HESITATE TO S7RIKE |” 


"LL TALK 


LD’ 
ALRIGHT ! NOT THAT 
IT'LL CO YOu MUCH 

é00p ! 


WHAT PO 
YOU KNOW OF 
THE STORY ABOUT 


 =-UNTIL MAMMOTH 
CLEARING ME CLOLK 1X 
. len : 


MENNIKER, 
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“ EDMUNDS SON, 
STEPPENWOLF 


« WHETHER WE EXPERIENCED 
MORE SLOWLY OR SIMPLY 


« SINCE HE COULD SEE 
THEM, OUT 
CO SEE HIM, 
HE TOOK ADVAN TAGE 
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« THE GUARDIAN HE WATCHEV WAS 
TO A 7RAP AN 


NN THEN LUREP INTO WJ 
» B D, LEAVING MY BATHE) 
. SITION TO 

cf \ PERSONATE HIM AND 
= 4 CONGHER FROM WITHIN. ” 


GUARDIAN YOUR 
FATHER VEFEATED-- 
IT WAS TOBOR, 
WASN'T IT 7 


YOUR FATHER? ¥ 
WHERE 15 HE 
Now # 
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Y WHILE T 7 


DIDN'T YOUR FATHER 
TEACH YOU TONMEVER TAKE 
YOUR EYE OFF THE BALL 

FOR EVEN A MOMENT 7 


PLEASE EXCUSE ME 


[JAKE APVANTAGE 
K OF THE AA 7L/RAL PHENOMENON 
NOW OCCURRIN 


T'vE BEEN ~ THE ENEMY 
LOOKING THROUGH THE y WOULD HAVE BEEN Most 


FAMILY ALBUMS — THOROUGH ! 


i all i 
“IFHE GOT THROUGH | (~ THIS 16 ~\ \--ANZ THERES NOTA THAT'S TO BE 
TRACE OF EITHER “a 
AND Z DIDN'T!” | WWCREDIBLEL) | EDR VONI-CA ZA SEAPECTEP ! | 
ANYWHERE | 
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HE'S IN 
TROUBLE! 
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T CAN'T RECALL 

ANY GUARPIAN BEING 

ABLE TO WIELD THAT 
MUCH POWER ! 
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I WOULDN'T 


SMUG, )f 


VILLAIN ! 


YOU CAN JOWV YOUR i 
DESCENDENT IN THE 
GONI 


WHAT 0 YOU 
THINK YOU'RE 
DOING 21! 


4 LET'S NOT 
if BE SOHASTY, 


KRAGOK! 


(JU, AND WHILE TM 1G 
a 1 |. SURE HE'S BEEN A 
GREAT FRIEND TO 
vl YOu, JULIE-SU-- 


‘9 THE FU RTHEST THING 
IM MY MIND, MA’AM | 
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HOLDS THERE ! 
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“ HE'S TAKING CARE 
OF BUSINESS AT WER 
bs | THE MOMENT !| ” oa 


y BRING UP 
THE MONITORS ) 
ONLINE ! 


-- ESPECIALLY \N REGARDS\/_ GIVEN THE EVIDEWCE BEFORE US, 
TO KNUCKLES | WOULDN'T \ T'D GAY WE HAVE A MOST IV7ERESTING \] 
YOU SAY, GRANPFATHER DEVELOPMENT, LOCKE ! 
THUNCERHAWK 7 : 


A PAIRING 
BETWEEN A GUARDIAN 
AND A ZAR, 
LEGIONNAIRE Z 


Y'KNOW, LOCKE, YOUR 
GON MAY HAVE THE 
RIGHT \VEA! 


NOW 7HAT COULD PRESENT 
EB 7 
= ay" _NOTIF THE 
DS DARK LEGION HAS 
b , ANYTHING TO SAY 
BOUT IT! 
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WHATEVER 
COULD'VE POSSESSED 
JUE-SU TOBEHAVE 


IN SUCH A BIZARRE 
MANNER 2 
\. a 


MAYBE ITS 
TIME YOW ENJOYED 
SS OURSELEL 
La 
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MAYBE 


You 


